Purpura fulminans -- soft tissue damage as a manifestation of bacterial sepsis.
We present here two cases of purpura fulminans (PF), a rare complication of septicemia. Its fulminant course usually prompt the surgeon into quick and aggressive action. Although sometimes it may lead to mutilation of a patient, nevertheless it is a life-saving procedure. A decision to amputate all four extremities is very difficult, both for the parents and for the surgeon. Therefore one must be absolutely sure that this management strategy is the only way to save the patient's life. Two cases of meningococcal and staphylococcal sepsis treatment are described in this paper. The surgical approach is discussed together with a review of the literature.